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GKIDS AND DWARF TEAM UP AS PRODUCING PARTNERS TO DEVELOP
TAIYO MATSUMOTO’S AWARD-WINNING MANGA “Sunny”
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NEW YORK (April 17, 2025) -- Oscar-winning producer and distributor GKIDS (Studio Ghibli’s
The Boy and the Heron, Cartoon Saloon’s The Secret of Kells) and industry leading Japanese
stop-motion animation studio dwarf (Pokémon Concierge, Bottle George), announce their
partnership to jointly develop a new animated film based on the original manga “Sunny,” one of
the best-known works by the internationally acclaimed manga artist Taiyo Matsumoto
(Tekkonkinkreet, Ping Pong). The project in development was selected as one of only five films to
host a detailed session at the Annecy Animation Showcase at Cannes Film Festival. Annecy
Animation Showcase is a part of Cannes Animation Day 2025, a joint initiative between the
Marché du Film at Cannes and the Annecy Festival.

Internationally renowned for the emotional depth and sensitivity which characterizes Matsumoto’s
artful storytelling, Sunny is considered an autobiographical work, depicting a realistic and
powerful ensemble of children working through various trying circumstances with a delicate touch
and bold composition, encompassing Matsumoto’'s trademark style. The Eisner
Award-nominated manga won the Japan Media Arts Festival Excellence Award and the
prestigious Shogakukan Manga Award among others.

Michael Arias, who has boarded the project to write and direct the film, is known for directing the
2006 feature Tekkonkinkreet based on Matsumoto’s manga of the same name. Tekkonkinkreet
went on to achieve wide audience and critical acclaim, having played in competition at the Berlin
International Film Festival, and won the Japanese Academy Award for Best Animated Feature,
among other achievements. Michael Arias has on numerous occasions straddled the bridge
between Japan and U.S. productions, notably including The Animatrix. Arias has additionally
served as translator for many of Matsumoto’s works. Maintaining a deep connection to
Matsumoto, Sunny continues the two artists long history of collaboration. Other Matsumoto
adaptations include the award-winning 2014 Ping Pong the Animation directed by Masaaki
Yuasa (Inu-Oh).

Known as one of the world’s top stop-motion studios, dwarf has both created beloved characters
such as ’'Domo-kun” and 'Komaneko', has garnered worldwide acclaim for its IP-based
productions such as Netflix series featuring 'Rilakkuma' and "Pokémon Concierge" series also on
Netflix. These productions have achieved critical and commercial success, earning numerous
award nominations, including at the Annie Awards. The studio was also shortlisted for the 2024
Academy Awards for its short film "Bottle George" and is currently developing a new feature film,
"HIDARI". Studio dwarf remains dedicated to continuous innovation within the stop-motion
animation medium.

GKIDS has been a force in the North American animation market with 13 Best
Animated Feature Oscar nominations, and the distributor for the Studio Ghibli library,
as well as renowned directors Mamoru Hosoda, Makoto Shinkai, Tomm Moore,
among many others. GKIDS is also founder and producer of LA’s annual Animation
Is Film Festival.
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“GKIDS is humbled and honored to be part of the team with Michael, Noriko, and the
artists of dwarf tasked with bringing Taiyo Matsumoto’s beloved Sunny to life on the
big screen,” said GKIDS’ Director of Acquisitions and Development, Rodney Uhler.
“We will work hard to do the material justice and hope to make a film for the ages!”

“The story of Sunny is both grounded and fantastical, elements that are well-suited to
our tactile and expressive stop-motion techniques,” said Noriko Matsumoto of dwarf
studios, “Our team is deeply committed to preserving the spirit of the original work
while imbuing it with a new artistic dimension. We're honored to continue this legacy
with Michael and GKIDS.”

“Taiyo Matsumoto’s Sunnyis a soulful adventure about kids who face the odds with
imagination and innocence — part Dickens, part Fellini, and all heart,” said writer



and director Michael Arias. “I'm thrilled to be working with the artists and animators
at dwarf to bring this manga masterpiece to the screen.”
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About Taiyo Matsumoto

Taiyo Matsumoto is an internationally acclaimed manga artist, best known to English-speaking
audiences as the creator of Tekkonkinkreet, which was adapted into an animated feature film directed
by Michael Arias.

Renowned for his distinctive and evocative visual style, Matsumoto’s work is known for its distinctive
and captivating art style, its compelling characters—particularly children portrayed with striking
realism—and its emotionally charged stories featuring tough, resilient kids and hard-boiled adults who
live on the fringes of society.

His historical epic Takemitsu Zamurai (written by Issei Eifuku) received the Excellence Award at the
2007 Japan Media Arts Festival, won the Grand Prize at the 2011 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Prize, and
was nominated for Best Comic at the 2012 Angouléme International Comics Festival. Matsumoto has
twice been awarded the prestigious Will Eisner Comic Industry Award: in 2008 for Tekkonkinkreet,
and again in 2019 for Cats of the Louvre, a fantasy set inside the famed Paris museum. He continues
to work actively, creating long-form manga that consistently push the boundaries of the medium.
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About Director Michael Arias

Filmmaker Michael Arias has had a diverse career spanning live-action, visual effects, computer
graphics, and anime. He began with effects-heavy films like THE ABYSS and TOTAL RECALL before
co-founding Syzygy Digital Cinema, where he worked with directors such as David Cronenberg , the
Coen Brothers, and Spike Lee. In 1995, he developed the first “Toon Shaders” for blending CG with
hand-drawn animation, and worked closely with early adopters Studio Ghibli (on PRINCESS
MONONOKE and SPIRITED AWAY) and DreamWorks (THE PRINCE OF EGYPT and THE ROAD
TO EL DORADO). Arias made his directorial debut with TEKKONKINKREET in 2006, winner of
Japan’s Academy Award for Best Animated Feature. He directed his first live-action film, HEAVEN’S
DOOR, in 2009, and returned to anime with HARMONY in 2015. He also created the TV series
TOKYO ALIEN BROS. Arias is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
(Animation Branch) and the Visual Effects Society. Most recently, Michael co-wrote the screenplay for
Werner Herzog’s animated feature THE TWILIGHT WORLD, currently in development.
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www.gkids.com

About GKIDS

GKIDS is the Academy Award-winning producer and distributor of artist-driven and award-winning
animation from around the world. After an astounding 13 Best Animated Feature nominations, the
company took home the Oscar in 2024 for Hayao Miyazaki and Studio Ghibli’s acclaimed feature, The
Boy and the Heron. The company’s previous nominations include The Secret of Kellsin 2010, A Cat
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in Paris and Chico & Rita in 2012, Ernest & Celestine in 2014, The Tale of The Princess Kaguya and
Song of the Sea in 2015, Boy and the World and When Marnie Was There in 2016, My Life as a
Zucchini in 2017, The Breadwinner in 2018, Miraiin 2019, Wolfwalkers in 2021, and The Boy and the
Heron in 2024. For more than a decade, GKIDS’ influence on cinema has redefined the perception of
animation as an artistic medium on par with live-action film through its stewardship of the Studio Ghibli
catalog and by introducing American audiences to the critically-acclaimed films of other master
filmmakers from around the world such as Mamoru Hosoda (Mirai, Belle), Tomm Moore (The Secret of
Kells, Wolfwalkers), Benjamin Renner (Ernest & Celestine), Makoto Shinkai (Weathering With You),
Nora Twomey (The Breadwinner), Alberto Vazquez (Unicorn Wars) and Masaaki Yuasa (/nu-Oh, The
Night is Short, Walk on Girl), among countless others. Also, GKIDS is the founder and host of
ANIMATION IS FILM, the annual LA-based film festival which embraces the highest aspirations of
animation as a cinematic art form, and is a vocal advocate for filmmakers who push the boundaries of
the medium to its fullest range of artistic expressions. www.gkids.com
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About dwarf

dwarf is Japan’s premiere stop-motion animation studio and the creator of numerous original
animated films and characters. Celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2023, dwarf studios originally
began with the creation of the well-known character ‘DOMO’ and ‘Komaneko’, an iconic stop-motion
idol cat.

Having survived the era of CGI by producing high-quality, timeless stop-motion films, the studio has
played a leading role in becoming one of the first in Japan to collaborate with global streamers,
launching the currently popular series featuring 'Rilakkuma’ and ‘Pokémon’ on Netflix worldwide.
dwarf focuses on creating works that incorporate new talent and technologies, transcending traditional
methods and company frameworks. Its latest projects include “Bottle George”, an Oscars 2025
shortlisted film directed by Dice Tsutsumi (former Pixar Director), and “HIDARI”, a pilot that has
already made a major impact on the stop-motion industry. https://dw-f.jp/

Contact
dwarf studios dwarf@dw-f.jp / 042-399-0231

Media-Kit
https://aoityo.firestorage.jp/download/13699a53abd501747348ec25d418c4c562164749
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